Internet Settings 

( What colours, text and appearance look like on the Internet)

When visiting websites on the internet, the colours and text styles make them often difficult to read.  This is due to poor contrast between background and foreground, flashing text, pictures (graphics) or just badly put together sites.

Below are a few ideas you might want to follow to make visiting these ‘non-VI’ friendly sites more accessible.

Begin

1. Click on ‘Internet Explorer’, this is the thing that takes you onto the Internet.

2. At the top of the screen a number of options will appear; File, Edit, View, Favourites, Tools and Help.

3. Click on ‘Tools’ and a menu will appear.

4. Choose the bottom option, ‘Internet Options’.

You will now enter a controller screen for the Internet, you need to look at ‘General’ which is already selected. This is located at the top left of the window with a number of other options which you DO NOT have to worry about. 

This next bit gets a little complicated, so take your time and don’t be afraid…!

5. Along the bottom of the window are FOUR options; Colour, Font, Language and Accessibility. Click ‘Accessibility’, this opens another window. 

6.  At the top left, there is a section called ‘Formatting’ and under this, there are three small tick boxes.

7. Tick each of the boxes, they have a message to the right of them which say, ‘Ignore colour’, ‘Ignore font style’ and ‘Ignore font size’.  

This sets EVERY website you visit to your WINDOWS SCHEME. (you have already set the windows scheme when you used the ‘Display’ window earlier.

8. Now click ‘OK’ in the centre of the screen, this takes you back to the previous window.

9. Now click the ‘Colour’ button which is at the bottom left of the screen.

This takes you into the colour window which sets the colours of websites you visit.

10. In the top left side of the window is a tick box with the phrase, ‘use windows colour’ to the right Tick this box. This will set all websites you visit to your windows colours.

In the top right side of this window is a title ‘Links’, these are phrases/words you click, to move around a website.  Example; comments board or student page on the opening page of this London Rehab Website.

11. In ‘links’ there are three options; ‘visited’, ‘unvisited’ and ‘hover’.  On the right of these are squares with a colour in them. If you click on the square, a colour pallet will appear and you can choose your own colours. 

(Remember to click ‘OK’ at the bottom of the pallets)  This will change the look of ‘links’ you have visited, not visited(unvisted) and if you choose the ‘hover’ option by clicking the ‘hover’ tick box, the colour of a ‘link’ when you run the mouse over it. 

When you have changed the colours to the ones you like, click ‘OK’ in the centre of the screen.

12. Now click ‘OK’ at the bottom of the screen and this will take you back to the Internet.

The key is to fiddle around with different options and then choose the best for yourself.  You can repeat any of the steps but remember to press ‘OK’.

Good Luck….! 

