MINUTES OF LONDON REHAB  WORKERS FORUM 

6TH JULY 2001 

CAMDEN TOWN HALL 

Present:- 

Stuart Smith (Chair)   Ealing 

Mo Brace (Minutes)   Havering 

Deborah Kershaw           Brent 

Miriam Osborne    Kingston 

Lynn Batchelor     Luton 

Gill Clegg    Westminster 

Leigh Harris    Lewisham 

Andy Berry    Lewisham 

Glen Murdoch    Greenwich 

Mandy OKeefe    Moorfields 

George Marr    Camden 

Martin Dean    Greenwich 

Sylvie Made    Camden 

David Samuels    Brent 

Allison Vaughan    Bexley 

Ron Jarvis    Hereford 

Teresa Garagulo    GDBA/Redbridge 

Amanda Barley    GDBA/Redbridge 

John Roulston    Kingston 

Julia Redican    Harrow                                        

Apologies:- 

John Osborne    Lambeth 

Beverley McConville   Westminster 

Also from - Barnet; Hounslow; Richmond; Hackney; Harrow and 

SeeAbility. 

The original speaker booked for today, Dr. Julia Franks from U.C.E. was unable to join us, and Richard Cox from the R.N.I.B. had agreed to take her place.  As he had not arrived, it was agreed to proceed with agenda items first. 

Agenda:- 

1.  Web Site. 

Stuart provided a handout outlining the contents of the web site, and commented that it will only work if everyone uses and contributes to it - dont be afraid to do so!  It is hoped it will be  of particular use to those who work alone without much support. 

Leigh Harris mentioned that he has also designed a web site focusing on learning difficulty issues - if you contact him he can provide details. 

2.  Orientation and Mobility. 

Stuart asked for peoples reaction to only teaching clients techniques and not routes- he has heard of this happening in one (un-named) authority, does it happen elsewhere? 

Those present had not come across it, and it was felt you could not teach one without the other - perhaps family or carers do the route training?  Not knowing the circumstances, it was felt difficult to make a judgement or comment. 

3.  Routes To Work. 

The question was asked who should teach a route from home to work?  Apparantly, it has been queried why Social Services should do it when it is an employment issue - the Employment Service should therefore provide it (presumably buying in from Social Services!)   

It was suggested this was a ploy by some Social Services because of long waiting lists. 

Some authorities give such mobility requests a high priority, but what if the route is a long way from the persons home - it is not unknown for someone to live in London and work in Brighton, Birmingham etc. 

If a person is in receipt of D.L.A. they could perhaps use it to pay for private tuition?  If it is identified  in the assessment it should be provided? 

4.  Training 

Gill Clegg mentioned that Westminster is inviting John Collins to provide a one day course on lighting later in the year. 

5.  Professional Body 

A number of people had put items on the web site regarding the Social Care Association - approximately 100 out of a possible 800 people have joined.  Gill commented that she has joined, has anyone else?  A resounding silence provided the answer! 

Stuart has spoken recently to rehab workers in Dudley, and apparantly there has been a similar response in that part of the country.  There seems to be a reticence to join S.C.A. as it is seen primarily as an organisation for non-qualified care staff. 

 A comment was also made that at the Mobility Conference in Warwick, there was a meeting about the S.C.A.  and only about 50 RWs actually voted for the proposal.  Also, is it worth paying £90 for? What will we get for our money?  A Catch 22 situation, as  this will probably not become evident until more people join. 

6.  G.D.B.A. 

Has anyone been approached regarding the free mobility training they were publicising a while ago, and what exactly are they offering? 

It would seem the idea is that if you have a vacancy, they will provide a mobility worker as long as the local authority uses the money saved elsewhere, but what they offer seems to vary from authority to authority. 

Lewisham, Greenwich and Southwark are looking at a joint project with GDBA ( not mobility focused?). 

Camden received a telephone call from a very arrogant person from GDBA  demanding to know who was responsible for the funding of rehab in the borough.  Possibly someone from a Market Research company? 

According to the GDBA workers at the meeting, no definite decisions seem to have been made, and they have no clear idea of what is happening! 

If anyone has any news on this subject - bring it to the next meeting or put it on the web site! 

7.  Rehab Conference. 

Any news?   

Stuart wondered if there would be any interest in attending a one day conference at the new RNIB centre in Judd Street, in conjunction with its launch? 

Considering the original idea to have a conference came from this forum, at which time John Barrick from RNIB was clear he did not feel they should take a lead role - the goal posts seem to have been moved. 

Think about and feedback to Stuart or the web site. 

8.  Any Other Business 

1.  Sight Village 17th - 19th July. 

2.  Cheshire Eye Day 10th October - need to apply a.s.a.p.; £70 for the day. 

3.  Jobs in Lewisham will be advertised in September.  There are 4 jobs in London advertised in the current New Beacon.  Possible vacancies also coming up in Hackney and Islington. 

4.  Changes at Moorfields - Marcus will in future being working full time for Islington and will no longer be at Moorfields; Mandy will continue there (part time) and it is hoped to advertise a full time post, possibly as an information officer/counsellor. 

5.  Guest Speakers - any suggestions welcomed.  Julie Franks, or someone else from UCE  will come to the next meeting.  Copies of Juliess thesis are available - free - contact Stuart or Julie direct at the Rehab School on 0121 331 5000. 

6.  Other Rehab Worker groups such as ours from Dudley, Wales, and the Midlands, have expressed an interest in attending in the future, or using our web site. 

Our guest speaker still had not arrived by this time, so no report can be given on his speech! 

8.  Date of Next Meeting:- 

The next meeting will take place on Friday October 19th, at 2pm. Meeting Room 1, Camden Town Hall, Judd St. NW1. 

